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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2016-599
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Duval County Tourist Development Council
Date of Introduction: September 13, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: NCIS, F
Date of Analysis: September 15, 2016
Type of Action: Ordinance Code amendment
Bill Summary: The bill amends several sections of Ordinance Code Chapter 666 – Duval County Tourist Development Plan – to adopt a new plan for allocation of the tourist development tax proceeds. The bill adds language to Sec. 666.106 - Tourist Development Tax – to provide that 2% of the 2 cent bed tax shall be allocated to the Tourist Development Council for administrative costs and that 1% of the first 2 cents shall be allocated to the Tax Collector for that office’s cost of collecting the tax. The bill amends Sec. 666.108 – Tourist Development Plan – to provide for allocation of the TDC tax revenues on a variable basis as follows:
Permitted use per state law



1st $5 million
Next $1 million
     Above $6 million
Advertising, marketing and public relations to

    71%

      40%

50%
promote tourism







Fund convention bureaus, tourist bureaus, visitor

    5%

      0%


 0%

information centers

Fund events that promote and advertise tourism state-
    24%

     20%


0%
wide, nationally and internationally

Acquire, construct, expand, repair, improve and 

operate publicly owned convention centers, auditoriums,     0%

     0%


25%

aquariums or museums

Fund any other authorized use under state law with 
     0%

     40%


25%

City Council approval

Language is added prohibiting use of tourist development tax funds: 1) to finance capital improvements through the use of public or private debt; 2) to construct, furnish or equip a hotel, whether or not adjacent to a county owned and operated facility; 3) for the use of privately owned facilities. 

The bill deletes all of the language from the prior Tourist Development Plan and almost all of the language from Sec. 666.109 regarding administration of the plan.
Background Information: The City’s current Tourist Development Plan was adopted in October of 1978 and became effective January 1, 1979; it has not been changed since that time. Pursuant to state law, amendments to the Tourist Development Plan must be adopted by the governing body of the county by affirmative vote of a majority of the body plus one.
The Duval County Tourist Development Council debated the proposed percentage allocations in the plan at length and recommended them to the Council. 
Policy Impact Area: Tourist development tax use
Fiscal Impact: The 2 cents of the bed tax allocated to the Tourist Development Plan is anticipated to generate approximately $7.4 million in FY16-17, an increase of nearly $600,000 over the FY15-16 budgeted amount of $6.8 million.
Analyst: Clements
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